Contents May Vary Newsletter: March 2010
Dear Friends & Colleagues,
Welcome to the first in a series of newsletters from
Contents May Vary, the Manchester (UK) based
artist collective co-founded in 2004.
We hope you enjoy reading it and if you have any
comments or questions please do hesitate to contact
us.
Alice Bradshaw, Liz Murphy & Richard Shields
Contents May Vary
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1. Recent News
Contents May Vary have already had quite a busy 2010 with a
successful exhibition at Red Gallery in Hull, an Art & Flux quiz
at East Street Arts in Leeds for Art's Birthday 2010, a visit to
York St John's University Fine Art department to kick of their
2010 visiting lecturer series and an exhibition at NoiseLab in
Manchester which is currently on display on Market Street.
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2. Haiti.Artists.Art.Auction.
Contents May Vary are
Haiti.Artists.Art.Auction.

contributing

to

the

Hosted by Salford University at CUBE, Manchester.
Tuesday 30th March 2010
Exhibition and silent bidding: 12-5pm
Launch event and live auction: 6-9pm
In response to the recent devastating earthquake
in Haiti, the Greater Manchester contemporary
fine art community is pooling its resources to
stage a one-day exhibition and silent auction to
raise money for UNICEF's Haiti Earthquake
Children's Appeal. Over 40 contemporary fine
artists from Manchester, Salford and further afield
have donated artwork with 100% of proceeds
raised going to the charity. Silent auction.
The gallery is viewable here: www.haaa.salford.ac.uk and email bids are being taken.

3. News from Alice
Big M/AND Festival

Alice's award winning video Static has been selected
to be screened as part in the Big M/AND Festival
which will take place at the Flag Market in Preston,
27th - 28th March 2010.
Abandon Normal Devices is teaming up with ISIS Arts
and the Big M, the world's first inflatable cinema to
present an experimental and diverse film programme
as part of the AND Festival. AND is a new festival
presented by folly, FACT and Cornerhouse and is part
of WE PLAY, the Northwest cultural legacy programme
for the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.

www.isisarts.org.uk
www.andfestival.org.uk
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FAFF2010
Alice has teamed up with Temporary Art Space co-curator
Nancy Porter to produce Fundada Artists' Film Festival;
a new contemporary screen-based art festival taking place
14th - 20th August 2010 at Square Chapel in Halifax as part
of Halifax Festival 2010.
Open Call for Submissions
WHAT: Open call for screen-based art; film, video,
animation. No thematic criteria. No limit on number of
submissions per artist.
WHO: Anyone can submit to FAFF2010; all nationalities, all career levels including
students.
DURATION: no limit
FORMAT: Films should be supplied in digital format only: avi, mpg or mov. A film still
(jpg at 300dpi) is also required.
LANGUAGE / SUBTITLES: Films with non-English dialogue do not have to have English
subtitles but it is recommended.
COST: No submission or participation fee. Postage for postal submissions is payable by
the applicant. Postal submission cannot be returned. Please note that FAFF2010 is only
able to notify successful applicants.
POSTAL SUBMISSIONS: DOWNLOAD FORM (PDF): http://bit.ly/FAFF2010
POSTAL ADDRESS: FAFF2010, Halifax Festival 2010, Square Chapel, 10 Square Road,
Halifax, HX1 1QG, UK (Non-EU submissions: No commercial value, for cultural purposes)
ONLINE SUBMISSIONS: We can accept most email / file sharing submissions to
dice.fundada@yahoo.co.uk (10MB max) or via yousendit.com etc
DEADLINE: 31st May 2010 (Receiving date not postmark date)
fundadaartistsfilmfestival.blogspot.com

4. News from Liz
East Street Arts
Liz is in the process of developing a project in collaboration with East Street Arts as part
of the new public art programme initiated in Chapeltown, Leeds. The projects respond to
the specific social, political and architectural contexts of Chapeltown and audiences in
the immediate community.
This project is supported by Arts Council, England

www.esaweb.org.uk
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BUILT
Liz has recently selected and curated a new exhibition BUILT.
Opening the 1st of April from 6-8pm, all welcome.
Viewings by appointment from 2nd-8th April.
Project Space
Rogue Artists’ Studios
66-72 Chapeltown St
Manchester
M1 2WH
Featuring:
Kristy
Campbell,
Lisa
Gorton,
Catherine Pudner, Emily Speed, Anna Sikorska
BUILT brings together 5 female artists from across
the UK whose practices deal with specific aspects of
the built environment. Through the use of sculpture,
installation, animation and performance the selected
artists respond to the structures which surround our
daily activity; be that personal shelters and social
networks, or our more public man made
surroundings that are compounded in the cities we
live in. They search for a space in the parameters
between art and these constructed locations, subtly
commenting; "Women build stuff too".
www.rogueartistsstudios.co.uk / www.facebook.com

Joseph’s Well

Liz has been commissioned by Leeds music institution
Joseph's Well to launch their new in house
contemporary art programme. Look out for more
information about the project coming very soon!
www.thewell-leeds.co.uk
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5. News from Richard

Derelict

swimming

pools,

empty

offices, taxicabs, council flats and
car parks. Throughout these spaces
I have looked for ways of creating
site-specific works that juxtapose
the commonly perceived high and
low ends of culture and taste, the
wanted

and

unwanted,

using

everything from traditional painting,
drawing,

found

objects,

modern

media and performance.

Richard Shields - Take Away Walter Benjamin

Eventually my everyday working life and studio
procrastinations became the inspiration for the
work. The objects and activities found in the
everyday became the site-specific elements I
had been looking for in the alternative spaces.
Using

the

forgettable,

mass-produced

and

mundane from smoking cigarettes to drinking
coffee, biro pens and junk food I look for ways
to

embellish

or

manipulate

objects

with

reference to what is commonly valued as high
art,

unique

and

precious.

Events

and

techniques from Art history are often played
with in an attempt to push back the march of
progress in the name of making new work.
Richard Shields - Ink Stains
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6. Upcoming Contents May Vary Events
FutureEverything 2010
Contents May Vary have been
invited to curate an exhibition as
part of the Arts Programme of
FutureEverything 2010 Festival.
12th - 15th May 2010
Manchester (UK)
FutureEverything is the festival
formerly known as Futuresonic.
After 15 years, Futuresonic returns
as FutureEverything.
FutureEverything presents world premières of astonishing artworks, an explosive citywide music programme, and visionary thinkers from around the world across 4 festival
strands - Art, Music, Ideas and Showcase. In 2009, the audience for the festival was
75,000, and the media footprint was 48.5 million (SKV).
www.futureeverything.org

Macclesfield Barnaby Festival 2010
Contents May Vary have been invited to curate an exhibition as part of Macclesfield
Barnaby Festival 2010.
18th – 20th June 2010, Macclesfield (UK)
Macclesfield’s Barnaby fair was established as an official town holiday by Royal Charter
in 1595, held on the closest Sunday to St Barnabas’ feast day. The annual summer
celebration has changed in line with Macclesfield’s own fortunes, from festivals and fairs,
parades, circuses and carnivals, to mill and school shut-downs and seaside excursions.
For so long an integral part of the Macclesfield calendar, Barnaby has virtually died out
in recent years. Until now. On 18th – 20th June 2010, Barnaby returns in a new
incarnation.

www.barnabyfestival.org.uk
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7. Contents May Vary Issue 4 Open Call for Submissions
Contents May Vary Issue 4 will take the format of a puzzle book featuring work selected
from an international open call for work based on games and puzzles such as
crosswords, word searches, anagrams, spot the difference, dot-to-dot, instructional
games, visual games, postal games, trivia / quiz, number puzzles, etc. Curated by Alice
Bradshaw.
Open Call for Submissions
What: Work based on games and puzzles such as crosswords, word searches,
anagrams, spot the difference, dot-to-dot, instructional games, visual games, postal
games, trivia / quiz games, number puzzles, etc.
Who: all, international
File format: jpg or tiff
Colour: black & white / greyscale
Size: A5 portrait at 300dpi (1754x2480 pixels / 148.5 x 210mm / 5.85 x 8.27 inches)
Online edition: Online and internet game based submissions are also being accepted
for a special online edition.
Multiples and limited editions: Artist multiples and limited edition submissions are
also accepted, please email details with supporting images and/or web links.
To apply: email submissions to info@contentsmayvary.org subject: Issue 4
Deadline: 31st August 2010
References:
Games AS Art: the Aesthetics of Play, Visible Language, 2006, Pearce, Celia
A Book of Surrealist Games, Shambhala Publications, 1995, Brotchie, Alistair; Gooding,
Mel
Contents May Vary Publications
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